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H 4453. 2

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2323

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Conmmttee on Local Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representatives B. Sullivan, DeBolt, Sinpson, Springer, Holnguist,
McCune, O Brien, Sells, Pettigrew, Ahern, Jarrett, MIloscia, O nsby,
Dunn, Priest, Roach, Dunshee, Wods, Ericks and Hunter)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to increasing affordable rental housing through
accessory dwelling units; creating new sections; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there is a
| arge, unnet, and increasing need for affordable housing in the urban
and rural areas of Washington. The legislature finds also that while
this need goes unnet, many households in single-famly residential
areas are becomng smaller as people live longer, remain unmarried
| onger, and have fewer children. Addi tionally, nunerous household
budgets are under financial pressure, and nmany senior property owners
are having increasing difficulties paying for health care services,
home mai ntenance, and other costs. The result of these trends is that
consi derabl e anounts of underutilized space exist within single-famly
houses and on single-famly Ilots, while financial pressures are
si mul t aneously dimnishing qualities of life for many people.

(2) The legislature further finds that the growh nmanagenent act
requires increased housing densities in single-famly areas, and that
the rising costs accommodating growth, coupled wth insufficient
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revenues for needed public facilities, make infill wthin devel oped
areas an econom c necessity for |ocal governnents. The | egislature
therefore finds that the expanded creation and use of accessory
dwelling units has a significant potential to provide nuch-needed
af fordabl e rental housing, while also providing benefits to existing
property owners and their comunities.

(3) The legislature declares that it is the intent of this act to
exam ne nethods to: (a) Increase the supply of affordable housing
wi t hout governnment subsidies or providing additional public facilities;
(b) identify regulatory or other barriers that thwart the potenti al
benefits of accessory dwelling units; (c) encourage noderately priced
rental housing and housing opportunities in single-famly residential
areas for people in various life-cycle stages; and (d) provide
homeowners with options to utilize their property for extra income, in
close proximty with famly nmenbers, caregivers, and persons offering
conpani onshi p.

(4) The legislature therefore convenes a joint select conmttee to
exam ne ways of increasing affordable rental housing through accessory
dwel l'ing units.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) The joint select conmmttee on
accessory dwelling units is established, with nenbers as provided in
this subsection

(1) The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate.

(i1) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two [largest caucuses of the house of
representatives.

(b) I'n addition, the departnent of comunity, trade, and econonic
devel opnent shall cooperate with the commttee and maintain a |iaison
representative, who is a nonvoting nenber. The departnent shall
cooperate with the commttee and provide information as the chair may
reasonabl y request.

(c) The commttee shall choose its chair fromanong its nenbership.
The |egislator appointed from the majority caucus of the house of
representatives shall convene the initial neeting of the commttee.

(2) The commttee shall examne ways of increasing affordable
rental housing through accessory dwelling units by:
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(a) Reviewing accessory dwelling wunit ordinances adopted by
jurisdictions planning under RCW 36. 70A. 040;

(b) Considering policies pertaining to the siting of accessory
dwel ling units, including policies permtting the units to be sited on
all parcels where single-famly residences are allowed; and

(c) Considering policies pertaining to occupant requirenents,
al l owabl e fl oor areas, off-street parking, processing related permts,
unit registration, and applicable state and | ocal codes.

(3) The conmttee, when appropriate, may consult with individuals
from the public and private sectors or ask those individuals to

establish one or nore advisory conmttees. The commttee, at a
m ni mum nust consult with individuals representing cities, counties,
| ow-i ncome  housing advocat es, devel opers, realtors, pl anners,

envi ronnent al conservation interests, and the general public. Menbers
of advisory conmttees are not entitled to expense rei nbursenent.

(4) Staff support for the commttee is provided by senate committee
services and the house of representatives office of programresearch.

(5) Legislative nenbers of the commttee shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44, 04. 120.

(6) The expenses of the commttee are paid jointly by the senate
and the house of representatives. Commttee expenditures are subject
to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee and the
house of representatives executive rules commttee, or their successor
commi ttees.

(7) The commttee shall report its findings and recomendations to
the appropriate commttees of the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2007.

(8) This section expires Decenber 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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